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SAINT MORRISSEY
A Portrait of this Charming Man 
by an Alarming Fan

Mark Simpson

"...sophisticated insights...this enthusiastic appreciation is well timed." – Publishers Weekly

“Relentlessly enjoyable…” – Kirkus

“Delightfully perverse…” –Library Journal

There is no other contemporary artist who is so apparently enigmatic, passionately, religiously, recklessly adored by his fans and yet so famously difficult than Morrissey. A favorite among critics in England, Mark Simpson’s SAINT MORRISSEY: A Portrait of This Charming Man by an Alarming Fan (Touchstone Books/Simon and Schuster; November 2005; 0-7432-7690-6; $19.95), explores the cultural significance of one of the most influential artists and recognizable voices in the history of popular music.

In this amusing and sacrilegious portrait, Simpson argues that in order to understand this most private of stars a fan needs only to uncover the clues to his personality in his candid song lyrics and his countless provocative interviews. Perhaps what makes Morrissey so intriguing is his rejection of everything ‘normal’. His lyrics attacked such issues the education system, the family, marriage, adulthood, gender, the Church, relationships, and even disco. Combined with his androgynous appearance and chosen celibacy, Morrissey is much more than your typical pop star, he is a conundrum. 
Morrissey first caught the public’s eye in the 1980’s as the front man for the band The Smiths. Their popularity combined with the success of his subsequent solo career, Morrissey has become the patron saint of all misfits, fascinating and baffling audiences everywhere. In 2004, Morrissey’s “You Are the Quarry” became his biggest and bestselling album and his concert tour was sold-out Nationwide.

Both an insightful look at the singer’s career and a personal story of a boy’s first love for his musical idol, SAINT MORRISSEY is, like its subject, clever, sharp-witted, charming, and undoubtedly original.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Simpson is the author of several books and writes regularly for Salon.com and The Independent on Sunday, among other publications. He lives in London.

ABOUT THE BOOK

SAINT MORRISSEY

by Mark Simpson

Touchstone/Simon and Schuster, Inc.

November 2005

0-7432-7690-6

$19.95

